September 2009
House martins in Plumpton Green
The House Martin (Delichon urbica) is a small, easily recognised bird with white underparts and blue black upperparts with a distinctive white rump and a slightly forked tail.  It builds its nest, made of mud, under the eaves of houses.

It is one of 126 species in the UK that are Amber listed – that is to say, it is of concern as numbers appear to be in moderate decline.  Indeed, in Sussex generally this year numbers are significantly down, according to observers of colonies.

At Plumpton College, surveys undertaken in 1982 and 2006 showed a drop of 15%, from 92 nests in 1982 to 78 in 2006.  This might not look too bad but going back further there were 240 nests in 1971 (from Changes in Breeding Bird Populations on a Sussex Estate, 1982 to 2006, by Chris Barfield, Reg Lanaway and Petra Billings, in the Sussex Bird Report 2007).

We are only aware of a few pairs in the village (they are not always easy to count as it requires peering at the upper level of people’s houses with binoculars, which could get us arrested!). If you are lucky enough to have them breeding on your house or are aware of them somewhere here, please contact us.  We can then monitor the population over the coming years. 
Tim Parmenter

