March 2010
A parish badger survey

The badger is widespread in Britain, including in the south-east. This nocturnal, omnivorous mammal sleeps underground in extended family groups. It is a common road casualty, and the subject of controversy among gardeners and farmers. It is often persecuted despite being protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 

These social animals live in a group of holes called a set (or sett) and we know of about 10 sets in or adjacent to the parish of Plumpton. Mostly they are in the south half of the parish associated with the chalk and sand belts.

Most of these sets have not been recorded in the local records centres and some may be unknown to us. We propose to locate and map all the sets of the parish, collect other related information using a standard recording system and make the results of this survey available to the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and the county badger group.

We hope that a member of the county badger group will visit for a day to help in training local volunteers to carry out this survey. The survey will take place during the day, but it may be possible to identify a badger’s set where people will have the opportunity to watch badgers when they emerge in the evening. We expect to complete the survey this spring (March to May 2010).

If you are interested in helping with this survey or have information of value to the survey please contact us.
Tony Hutson

